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we come to speak of the commentaries. Further, the last
mention of the Hajj is to be found in Sura 22 of the Pil-
grimage. It is somewhat long, but it will be as well to quote
the following passage:
And proclaim amongst men the Pilgrimage, let theimi come to you on

foot, and on every slim camel, from every deep pass, that they may
witness advantages for them, acd may mention the name of God for the
stated days, over what God has provided them with of brute beasts,
then eat thereof and feed the poor and needy. Then let them finislh the
neglect of their persons, and let them pay their vows and make the cir-
cuit round the ancient House. That do, and whosoever magnifies the
sacred things of God, it is better for him with his Lord. (Palmer's
translation.)
These three quotations embrace all the direct injunctions

to be found in the Qu'ran, and it will be seen that the
quotation from Sura 2 is the most important for the settle-
ment of the question as to the duty of pauper Muslems to
make the Hajj. From the words alone of this Sura above re-
ferred to it seems almost certain that Muhammad intended
that the possession of sufficient wealth should be the primary
condition of undertaking the pilgrimage.
In many places he urges the principle that wealth is to be

expended in God's service, especially in aiding the poor, and
he also enjoins almsgiving in these words : " They will ask
thee what they shall expend in alms: say ' the surplus.'"

Surely if almsgiving is not incumbent save when there is a
surplus of wealth to give from, the same principle may apply
to the Hajj. He also distinctly says, " Provide yourselves
for your journey." This injunction can only apply to those
who have the requisite means. Furtlher, he says: " God de-
sires for you what is easy, and desires not for you what is
difficult."

All these point the same way, so far as I am able to judge.
Now let us turni to authorities outside the Qu'rdn, other than
that quoted by the Moulvie Rafiuddin Ahmad.
Let'us take a doctrinial work, entitled Gkaneyatun litalibi,

by Abdul (.adir. Al Gilano, in the chapter oni the Hajj,
states as follows, speaking of the rules for performing the
Hajj:
He must be a Muslim; he must be a free man, of sound intellect and of

full age, with means of providing sustenance and means of transport;
and the road must be open for him, free from cnemies who would oppose
him. Furtler, travel must be possible for himii; he must have ample
leisure to perform the Hajj ; he must have bodily health, so that lie imiay
deny himself without discomfort; he must have power to provide food
and transport, and that can only be after he has obtained sufficient to
support his familily until he returns to them; he must also have a home
for themii; he imiust have paid any debts he may owe, and miiust have a suf-
ficiency after his return, either of surplus wealth, or from the reiit of
lands, or stock-in-tr-ade. Verily if he disobeys, and fails to provide for
his family, or is prevented fromiipaying his debts, and yet goes out on the
Hajj, it is a detestable wickedness......
This is tolerably plain speaking, and leaves no doubt as

to the view held by Muslem divines on this part of the sacred
law.
The next quotation is taken from the Fcetasca ul Alamgire;

the word " Fatawa" may be explained as meaning decisions on
points of a eligious law. In the chapter on religious duties of
the Hajj, the author writes as follows:

It must be performiied at once, and it is not lawful to put it off till the
following year, when it is possible to perform it. This statement is in
accordance with the Kliizanat ul Muftica.
As to the time of performing it, he gives the months in

which it is lawful, and goes on to say that it is essential that
the Haj6 should be a M1uslim, sane, of full age, free, and con-
tinues as follows:
And one condition is ability to provide food for the journey and means

of transport, either arising from property or from rent, not borrowed or
given, unless it be given by one to whom you lie under no obligation for
it, as your parents or children, or other kinsfolk. It must not be re-
ceived for the purposes of the Hajj from any other person. And the
meaning of possessing means for the journey and transport is that he
should have wealth over and above what he needs, and that, too, apart
from his dwelling place and clothes and servants and furniture; suffi-
cient to take him to Makka, both going and returning, riding and walk-
ing, and besides what will pay his debts, and support his family and re-
pair his house acid its surrouiidings till his return. And by "support "
is meant the mean between extravagance and parsimoniy, and by
"family" is meant all those whom he is bound to support.

It is hardly necessary to quote anything further. It need
only be said that these same principles, with verbal dif-
ferences, are to be found in all commentaries on the Moham-
medan sacred law.
There is, it will probably be agreed, ample authority for

dissuading poverty-stricken Moslems from attempting the
Hajj, a course of action most desirable en sanitary grounde.

REGISTRATION OF MIDWIVES.
NORTH OF IRELAND BRANCH.

AT the annual meetingf of the North of Ireland Branch, held
at Monaghan on July 19th, the following resolution was
passed on the motion of Dr. HENRY O'NEILL:

That, in view of the fact that a Midwives' Registration Association has
been formed-ostensibly for the purpose of promoting legislation for the
registration of midwives, but in reality for the creation of an independent
order of midwifery practitioners-this meeting, while anxious to im-
prove the training of monthly nurses, and recognising that duly qualified
medical women already exist, records its emphatic protest against any
such proposed legislation, as such would:

(a) Endanger the lives of pregniant wvomen and infants.
(b) Interfere with the training of medical students in practical mid-

wifery.
(c) Repeal the Educational Section of the Medical Act, 1886; and
(d) Prevent newly qualified practitioners from perfecting their know-

ledge of obstetrics and diseases of infants.
That a copy of this resolution be sent by the Branch Secretary: (1) To

the General Medical Council; (2) to our five direct representatives on the
General Medical Council; (3) to our Branch representatives on the
Council of the British Medical Association; (4) to the Council and Parlia-
mentary Bills Committee of our Association, earnestly requesting them
to consider and strenuously oppose sueh proposed legislation.

BORDER COUNTIES BRANCH.
AT the annual meeting of this Branch, held at Carlisle on
July 20th, Dr. SOMERVILLE introduced the subject of the
registration of midwives, and after a long and irregular dis-
cussion, during which much difference of opinion was
expressed, it was decided to refer the matter to the Council
for consideration and report.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE,
BORDER COUN rIES BR&NCH.

THE twenty-seventh annual meeting of this Branch was held
at Carlisle on July 20th, Dr. MITCHELL, of Cockermouth, in
the chair. Fifteen members were present.
Report of Council.-Tlie annual report of the Council, which

had been circulated among the members, was adopted.
Election of Officers.-The following were elected officers for

tlle ensuing year: President-elect: Dr. Smith (Dumfries).
Representative on the Council of the Association and Parliament-
ary Bills Committee: Dr. fIomerville (Galashiels). Council:
Dr. Lockie (Carlisle), Dr. Lorraine (Dumfries), Dr. Bowser
(Penrith), Dr. Barnes (Carlisle), Dr. Ross (Dumfries), Dr.
Thomson (Penrith), Dr. Helm (Carlisle), Dr. McLachlan
(Lockerbie). Dr. Haddon (Hawick). -Honorary Secretary and
T'reasurer: Dr. Altham (Penrith) was reappointed.
Future Meetings.-It was decided to hold a meeting in Oc-

tober at Gilsland in conjunction witlh the North of England
Branch, another at Penrith in the spring, and the question of
holding a special meeting at Carlisle was referred to the
Council. The next annual meeting will be held at Dum-
fries.
Local Government (Scotland) Bill.-Dr. SOMERV'ILLE moved,

and Dr. Ross seconded, the following resolution, which was
adopted, and the Secretary was directed to send a copy to
the members of Parliament for each of the constituencies in
the area of the Branch, and to the members for the Scottish
Universities:
That this meeting of the Border Counties Branch of the British Medical

Association has learned witlh satisfaction that the proposal of the Local
Government (Scotland) Bill to appoint a medical member of the Local
Government Board has been approved by the Scotch Grand Committee,
and the meeting earnestly hopes that this feature of the measure will be
retained when the Bill becomes law.

Installation of New President.-Dr. MITCHELL then vacated
the chair, which was taken by Dr. CONNEL (Peebles). The
thanks of the meeting were accorded to Dr. Mitchell on the
completion of his year of office, and he was appointed a Vice-
president for life.

President's Address.-Dr. CONNEL then delivered his Presi-
dential address, for whieh he was cordially thanked; lie was


